
 

At its meeting on 26 November 2014, the Sustainable Development Committee considered the business referred to below.  
The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 24 September 
2014 

 

1  The Minute of Meeting of 24 September 2014 was approved. 

Minute of Meeting 
of Fisheries Joint 
Consultative 
Committee of 17 
October 2014 

 

2  The Minute of Meeting of Fisheries Joint Consultative Committee of 17 October 
2014 was noted.  

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

3  Mr Rae Mackenzie declared an interest as householder within the proposed the 
extended conservation area and left the Meeting during consideration of Item 14. 
 
Mr Charlie Nicolson declared an interest as a Member of Third Sector Hebrides and 
left the Meeting during consideration of Item 19. 
 
Mr Alasdair Macleod declared an interest as a member of The Harris Tweed 
Association and left the Meeting during consideration of Item 23. 
 
Mrs Catriona Stewart declared an interest as a member of The Harris Tweed 
Association and left the Meeting during consideration of Item 23. 
 

Arnish 
Development Park 

 

4  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Performance 
Management 
2014/15 Quarter 2 

 

5  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business Plan 
performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Quarter 2 
Performance Monitoring Presentation. 
 

Budget Strategy 
2015/16 
 

 

6  It was agreed to recommend that, insofar as the Committee’s interests were 
concerned, the Comhairle agree: 
 
(1) the departmental proposals set out in Appendix 1 to the Report as the basis 

for the 2015/16 budget; 
 
(2) to provide for holiday pay and the Living Wage as set out in the Report;  

and 
 
(3) that update long term financial planning projections and the programme for 

the forward budget strategy be presented to the Comhairle as part of the 
2015/16 budget. 

 
Education Scotland 
Inspection of the 
Learning 
Community 
Surrounding Sgoil 
Lionaclet 2014 

 

7  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the Report. 
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Western Isles 
Library Service – 
Development of a 
Forward Plan 
 

8  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report;  and 

 
(2) agree the Comhairle response to the consultation paper ‘Your Views’ on the 

development of a National Strategy for Public Libraries in Scotland detailed 
in the Appendix to the Report. 

 
Active Schools 
Funding 2015-2019 
 

9 * It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle agree to delegate the acceptance of the sportscotland offer to 
extend the Active Schools Network from April 2015 to March 2019 to the Director of 
Social and Community Services, on the basis of completion of a full funding 
package for the four financial years incorporating: 
 
(1) £15k per annum from the Education and Children’s Services Department; 

(2) £15k per annum from the Social and Community Services Department; and 

(3) the annual shortfall as detailed in Appendix 1 be met from an increase in 
Slàinte Mhath income.  

 
Play Areas –
Investment 
Programme 
 

10  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) approve the Project Proposal and Scoring Matrix as detailed in Appendix 2 

to the Report; 
 
(2) subject to approval of the above, approve £100k of the Park/Play Areas 

Capital Programme funding in the capital programme (2013-2018) for 
investment in Comhairle play areas prioritised through the Project Request 
Procedure;  and  

 
(3) agree that a Report be brought to the June 2015 Series of Meetings seeking 

approval of a play area priority list for the remaining £200k. 
 

Support for Local 
Sports Councils 

 

11  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve continued support for the 
local Sports Council through devolving £13k to the Lewis and Harris Sports Council 
and £8,5k to the Uist and Barra Sports Council from the 2014/2015 Sports and 
Games budget, in accordance with the recognised financial procedures. 
 

Uist Development 
Scoping Exercise 

 

12  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note proposals to undertake a 
scoping exercise in North Uist, Benbecula and South Uist in order to review 
constraint and identify areas with future development potential. 
 

Outer Hebrides 
Local Development 
Plan - Action 
Programme Review 
2014 

 

13  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 

(1) approve the Local Development Plan Action Programme Review 2014, set 
out in the Appendix to the Report;  and 

(2) authorise the Director of Development to publish the Local Development 
Plan Action Programme Review 2014. 

 
Extension to 
Stornoway 
Conservation Area 
(Goathill Railings) 
 

 

14  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 

(1) agree to extend the Stornoway Conservation Area outlined in the 
consultation map appended to the Report;  and 

(2) authorise the Director of Development to carry out the required statutory 
procedure. 

Outer Hebrides 
Fuel Poverty Action 
Plan 

 

15  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) approve the Draft Outer Hebrides Fuel Poverty Action Plan, as detailed at 

Appendix 1 to the Report, subject to the inclusion of an additional action to 
address Fuel Poverty in the under 25’s;  and 

 
(2) agree that the Director of Development submit a Report to the February 

2015 Meeting of the Committee outlining progress in relation to Fuel 
Poverty matters. 

 



 
Historic Scotland 
Consultation - 
Managing Change 
in the Historic 
Environment 

 

16  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 

(1) approve the draft response detailed in the Appendix to the Report;  and  
 
(2) agree to determine the above matter on behalf of the Comhairle in 

accordance with Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Administration to enable 
the submission to made by the response deadline on the basis that the 
recommendation was not contentious and did not breach a major policy 
consideration of the Comhairle. 

 
Scottish Marine 
Tourism 
Development 
Group Consultation 
– A Strategic Plan 
for Scotland’s’ 
Marine Tourism 
Sector  
 

17  It is recommended that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree the draft response detailed in Appendix 1 to the Report; and 
 
(2) authorise the Director of Development, in consultation with key stakeholders, 

to submit a finalised Comhairle response to the consultation. 
 

Scottish 
Government 
Consultation - New 
Controls in the 
Scottish King 
Scallop Fishery 
2014 
 

18  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the response to the 
Scottish Government Consultation on New Controls in the Scottish King Scallop 
Fishery detailed in the Appendix to the Report. 
 

Promoting Use of 
the Town Hall:  
Pilot Project with 
Third Sector 
Hebrides 
 

19 * It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree: 

(1) the pilot scheme for promoting use of the Town Hall as detailed in paragraph 
6.4; 

(2) the operation of this pilot scheme by Third Sector Hebrides for the period 8 
December 2014–31 March 2016; 

(3) the payment of fees and income retention arrangements as detailed in 
paragraph 6.8; 

(4) to authorise the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Director of Finance 
and Corporate Resources, to agree the terms of the pilot with Third Sector 
Hebrides;  and 

(5) that an evaluation Report be presented to the Comhairle no later than the 
February 2016 Series of Meetings on the effectiveness of the pilot. 

 
Comhairle/Commu
nity Land Scotland:  
Joint Actions 

 

20  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle:  
 
(1) note the success of the joint Comhairle/Community Land Scotland 

Conference held on 11 September 2014;  and 

(2) agree to establish a short life Working Group and to appoint Mr Donald F. 
Crichton as a Member and that Mr Alasdair Macleod as a substitute 
Member to serve on the Working Group. 

 
Business Gateway:  
Additional Funding 
Streams 2015 

 

21  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the new funding-streams and activities proposed for Business Gateway; 
 
(2) authorise the Chief Executive in consultation with the Director of 

Development and the Director of Finance and Corporate Resources to 
conclude the Memorandum of Understanding relating to the Start Up Loans 
Company for Scotland (SULCo) on such terms and conditions as he deems 
appropriate;  and 

 
(3) authorise the Chief Executive to provide a non-binding note of the 

Comhairle’s intent to pursue approval to join the pan-Scotland Local 
Authority Loan Fund. 

 
Lews Castle 
Museum and 
Archive Project 
Update 

 

22  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the progress with the Lews Castle Museum and Archive 
Project and the current position with external funding for completion of the overall 
project. 

 



 
Harris Tweed 
Investment Fund 
 

23  It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree in principle to provide grant funding to the Association of Harris Tweed 

Weavers from the interest generated from the Harris Tweed Investment 
Fund;  and 

 
(2) authorise the Director of Development in consultation with the Chief 

Executive and the Director of Finance and Corporate Resources to agree the 
amount and the terms and conditions of the grant funding to the Association 
of Harris Tweed Weavers. 

 
Reports 
Outstanding 

24  It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report 

 


